GEOTHERMAL LAND, LEASE AND UNIT LEGAL ISSUES

Geothermal Resources Council Annual Meeting – PreMeeting Workshop

September 28 and 29, 2007

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, Nevada

GRC Website:  geothermal.org

AGENDA
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

 8:00
Welcome and Introductions by Chairpersons


Anna Carter, Geothermal Support Services



Susan Petty, AltaRock Energy, Inc.

 8:05
MIT Study:  The Future of Geothermal Energy


Susan Petty, AltaRock Energy, Inc.

8:20
Geothermal Resource Assessment of the United States - Update

Marshall Reed, U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park

 8:35
Geothermal Options, Leases, Easements and Rights of Way

Kevin Talkington, Calpine Corporation


Vince Signorotti, CalEnergy Operating Corporation

9:30
Water Rights



Roy Mink, U.S. Department of Energy, Retired

10:00
Break
10:15
State Geothermal Definitions, Leasing, Water and Environmental Laws


10:15
Introduction and Selected State Examples



R. Gordon Bloomquist, Washington State University Energy Program


10:40
Western Geothermal Development Comparison


John McKinsey, Stoel Rives, Sacramento


11:05
Roping the Texas Heat: Geothermal Developments in Texas


Jason Ryan, Baker Botts LLP, Houston


11:30
Attorney Opinion for Geothermal Finance


Jennie Bricker, Stoel Rives, Portland



Gary Barnum, Stoel Rives, Portland

12:00
Lunch with Exploration Geophysics Workshop attendees


LEASING ON FEDERAL LANDS

1:00
Geothermal Leasing, Exploration and Development on National Forests


Sean Hagerty, Bureau of Land Management, Sacramento




Bob Fujimoto, U.S. Forest Service, Pacific NW Region, Portland

2:00
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Stuart Russell, Point Environmental Services

2:20
Endangered Species Act 


Dwight Carey, Environmental Management Associates, Inc.

2:40
Cultural Resources


Tania Treis, for Laurie McClenahan-Hietter



MHA Environmental Consulting,, An RMT Business

3:00

Break

3:15
   BLM/USFS Programmatic EIS

            Jack G. Peterson, USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Boise

3:35
Geothermal Leasing in Indian Country



Roger Knight, Interior Division of Indian Minerals Development, 



Lakewood, Colorado 

4:00

Geothermal Exploration on Tribal Lands, Without a Lease


Anna Carter, Geothermal Support Services 

4:20
Transmission Access


Jim McMorran for Brian Whalen



Sierra Pacific Power Company

4:50
Announcements and Adjourn for the day



6:00 – 8:00 
Reception with Geophysical Exploration workshop attendees

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

8:05 
Geothermal Development on DOD Lands



Frank Monastero, DOD, Department of the Navy, China Lake, CA 

8:30
Geothermal Drainage: BLM Perspective 


Rich Estabrook, Bureau of Land Management, Ukiah, CA

9:00
UNITIZATION 


9:00
Federal Unitization Overview




Rich Hoops, Bureau of Land Management, Reno, NV  


9:30
Issues for Unit Operators



Bill Sherman, Ormat Nevada, Inc.


9:40
Issues for Minority Leaseholders



Dwight Carey, Environmental Management Associates, Inc.


9:50
Q&A

10:00
Break



LEGISLATION UPDATE

10:15
Implementation of EPAct 2005




Kermit Witherbee, National Geothermal Program Manager, 

Bureau of Land Management, Washington, DC

10:40   
Panel:  EPAct 2005 Assessment and Recommendations


10:40
 R. Gordon Bloomquist, WSU Energy Program 


10:50
 Charlene Wardlow, Ormat Nevada, Inc.


11:00
  Susan Petty, AltaRock Energy, Inc.


11:10    Tom King, US Renewables Group LLC


11:20  
 Q&A and Audience Discussion

11:40
The Outlook for Legislative and Regulatory Changes That Will Impact Geothermal Energy Production and Development 



Karl Gawell or designate, Geothermal Energy Association

12:00
Lunch with Exploration Geophysics Workshop attendees


1:00 to 5:00  -  BLM/MMS presentation in Pyramid Room

Workshop attendees would benefit from attending this separate BLM/MMS-sponsored presentation addressing federal leasing, royalty and other changes to the Geothermal Steam Act regulations under the 2005 Energy Policy Act this afternoon in the Pyramid Room.  There is no registration fee for this event.
Last Revised 10/13/07.

